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brought to the bar at Guildhall, and against him not a particle
of reasonable evidence was in existence. Sir Thomas Monson
had, indeed, assisted in recommending Weston to Helwys,
and had had something to do with the correspondence which
passed between Overbury and Somerset; but that seems to
have been the extent of his connection with the affair. On
December 4 he was arraigned, but he was informed by Coke
sir T. t that he was suspected of worse crimes than that for
SpoS which he was now called in question, and that the
poned. triai Would be postponed, in order that the investi-
gation might be completed. Coke had already dropped hints
that he had come upon the traces of a plot of no ordinary
magnitude. "Knowing," he said publicly, "as much as I
know, if this plot had not been found out, neither court, city,
nor many particular houses had escaped the malice of that
wicked crew." He had even let it be understood that he had
discovered evidence that Prince Henry had met his death by
violent means.1 Coke's imagination had been greatly excited
by his disclosures. He had imparted to the King his sup-
posed discovery without doing more than darkly indicating
its nature.2 James, however, had looked over the evidence
against Monson, and had come to the conclusion that no
sufficient proof existed against him.3 This feeling on the part
of the King, coupled with a desire to know more about Coke's
mystery, would be quite enough to account for his giving
directions for the postponement of the trial.4

Coke did his best to follow up the scent, but he did not find
that it led to much. All that he was able to discover was that,
on a certain occasion, more than six months before his death,
Prince Henry had eaten some dried fruits which had been pre-
pared by a Roman Catholic confectioner, and that the cook

1  State Trials, ii. 949.

2  Coke's letter, printed in Amos, 392, presupposes a former letter to
the King to this effect.

8 Examination of John Lepton, Feb. 2, 1616, S. P. Dom. Ixxxvi. 31.

* Weldon's story of the King's discovering, the night before the trial,
that Monson meant to say something disagreeable, and of his sending, in
consequence, to Coke to let him see the evidence, and then returning a
message that it was insufficient, refutes itself. The King was at New-